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ABSTRACT 



This paper examines, through the eyes of Benjamin, a 
troubled Hispanic high school student in the Bronx, how the character of the 
school is reflected in the way that it flows around, or evades, its more 
troubled students. The paper discusses a relatively new school's attempt to 
understand itself and to define its point of intersection in the life of a 
child whose values are incompatible with its own. The study began by looking 
for the processes by which teachers, families, and students with different 
traditions, values, beliefs, and experiences gain a greater mutual 
understanding. Observations of and interviews with the student’s parents, 
with teachers at the school, and with the student himself over the year and 
in various classes provided data for the study. The observations point out 
the significant mismatch between the student's own aims and those of the high 
school . Data from the observations showed that knowing the student was part 
of helping him to be successful, and the school was not a place where a 
student could hide and still succeed. The school recognized that blurring of 
the boundaries between the student's life inside and outside of school made 
for a more powerful form of schooling, though the student felt the effect was 
too powerful. The school is still searching for ways to bring in students 
like Benjamin who have behavior problems that jeopardize their success. (SM) 
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LOOK AWAY: How a High School is Reflected in a Child 1 



This is a story of a boy. But it is not really about the boy. It is really a 
story of a school, and how the character of the school is reflected in the way 
that it flows around, or evades, one of its more troubled students. It is about a 
relatively new school's attempt to understand itself, and to define its point of 
intersection in the life of a child whose values are so incompatible with its 
own. 



I enter this story as a researcher in search of cultural interchange in a 
Bronx high school. I and a team of three other researchers spent some 
months unpeeling the concept of cultural interchange, trying to come to 
some understanding of what such a thing would look like in a school or a 
classroom. No one of us, of course, ever arrived at quite the same 
interpretation as any other, and what we have seen on our respective sites 
has further refined our separate understandings of it. Nonetheless, we did 
begin with a general notion that what we were looking for is "the processes by 
which teachers, families, and students with different traditions, values, beliefs 
and experiences gain a greater mutual understanding ." 2 

What I believed I would find in the way of cultural interchange at the 
school I studied centered around the school's creation of an intellectual 
culture — that is, how it taught its students the nature of learning, what 
learning looked like, the ways it made your life, your patterns of thinking, 



lr rhis study is supported by the Office of Educational Research and Improvement Field- 
Initiated Grant #R306F60079. This report represents the views of its author, and not 
necessarily those of the OERI. 

2 Proposal, Cultural Interchange in Four Urban School Communities, 1997. 
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